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THE LAST LETTER OF WASHINGTON. 

In March of 1893 there was presented to The Ferdinand 

J. Dreer Autograph Collection of the Historical Society 

of Pennsylvania the last letter written by Washington 

before his death, at Mount Vernon, December 14, 1799. It 

is addressed to one of his stewards, James Anderson, and 

accompanying this sketch we give fac-similes of the letter and 

of the endorsement on the cover in which it was preserved. 

The letter reads as follows : 

" Mount Vernon 13 th Dec r 1799 
" Mr Anderson 

" I did not know that you were here yesterday morning 
until I had mounted my horse, otherwise I should have 
given you what I now send. 

" As Mr Rawlins was going to the Union Farm, to lay off 
the Clover lots, I sent by him the Duplicate for that Farm 
to his brother — and as I was going to River Farm myself, I 
carried a copy for that Farm to Dowdal — Both of them 
have been directed to consider them attentively, & to be 
prepared to give you their ideas of the mode of arranging 
the Work when they are called upon. — 

" Such a Pen as I saw yesterday at Union Farm, would, 
if the Cattle were kept in it one Week, destroy the whole 
of them. — 

" — They would be infinitely more comfortable in this, 
or any other weather, in the open fields — Dogue run Farm 
Pen may be in the same condition — It did not occur to me 
as I passed through the yard of the Barn to look into it — 

" I am Your friend &c r 

"G Washington 

" Mr Ja s Anderson." 

The history connected with this most valuable of Wash- 
ington's letters, from the date of its writing until it came into 
the possession of the Historical Society, is set forth in the 
following letter of Arthur Appeltofft, addressed to Frederick 
D. Stone, Librarian of the Society : 
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" Baltimore, Md., April 9, 1893. 
" Dear Sir, 

" I will with pleasure give you an account of the Wash- 
ington letter which you refer to. 

" From letters which I have received from my aunt in 
Sweden I gather the following: In the spring of 1800 a 
Swedish sea-captain, then a young man, by the name of John 
Schall, visited Norfolk, Va., in his vessel. At this place Mr. 
James Anderson, the person to whom General Washington 
had written the letter, made Captain Schall a present of it. 
When he returned to his native land, where he was engaged 
to a lady (Eva Charlotta Wallin, b. 1771, d. 1844, in Gal- 
lared socken, Sweden), he left with her a writing portfolio 
containing letters, papers, etc. For some reason or other 
they were never married, and as John Schall never turned 
up, she kept the portfolio, which was found to contain this 
last letter of General Washington. At this lady's death it 
descended to her niece, Mrs. Charlotta Kuylenstjerna, nee 
Bagge, of Sotanas socken, Sweden. This Mrs. Kuylenstjerna, 
who died eight years ago at a good old age, gave this letter 
two years before her death to her daughter Anna, who is 
the mother of the Bev. Carl Adolf Carlsson, in Gallared 
socken, Sweden. 

" About two years ago she made a present of it to her 
daughter-in-law, who is my aunt (my mother's sister), 
because, as she told her, ' you are so fond of everything 
that is antique.' Until then nobody had an idea of the 
real value of the letter. My aunt told her she would try 
to dispose of it to somebody in the United States, and sent 
it over to me about a year ago for that purpose. After 
several unsuccessful attempts to sell it, I finally turned it 
over to Mr. Henkels, manager of the autograph department 
of Messrs. Thomas Birch's Sons, to be sold at public auction, 
with what result you know. 

" I am, sir, 

" Yery respectfully, 

" Arthur Appeltofft." 
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